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REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS TO ATTEND THE DEMOCRACY
CONFERENCE, “PROMOTING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN THE
ELECTORAL PROCESS IN 10 AFRICAN COUNTRIES”
(Conference and Funding Available)

Contact: Nkasi Wodu (nkasiobu.wodu001@umb.edu)

Due date: Application review starts on November 15, 2022, on a
rolling basis until all available positions are filled

Available funding: Airfare and lodging to attend the conference and,
potentially, small grants funding for follow-up activities

Nextier, in collaboration with the West Africa-based Center for
Democracy and Development (CDD) and, in close partnership with the
University of Massachusetts Center for Peace, Democracy, and
Development (CPDD), with financial support from the United States
Department of State, is pleased to announce that it is accepting
applications from interested parties to attend the conference titled,
Promoting Civic Education in the Electoral Process in Africa. This
democracy conference will hold in Nairobi, Kenya, in January 2023.
The conference will be a networking and training event for democracy
activists and journalists from African countries scheduled to hold
elections in 2022 or 2023.

The conference aims to strengthen civil society’s capacity to engage in
advocacy and oversight before, during, and after the upcoming
electoral process in select countries. Conference participants will
share best practices and strategies to improve government
transparency and integrity in local election processes, increase citizen
participation in democratic processes, address the growing impact of
disinformation in the electoral process, and address other practical
challenges to developing strategies to channel positive demand for
democratic reform. In addition, the conference presents an opportunity
for attendees to network with like-minded activists, learn about
electoral challenges across the continent, build cooperative networks,
and share strategies for action. Participants will also be eligible to
apply for small grants to implement program activities after the
conference to impact the upcoming elections in their country positively.

Conference attendance applications are welcome from engaged
activists from the following countries that have elections in 2022 or are
scheduled to hold elections in 2023, including Angola, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeria,
Sierra Leone, South Sudan, and Zimbabwe. Interested applicants in the
conference and follow-up funding must meet the following criteria:
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1.Be currently engaged in democracy promotion activities related to
any aspect of the electoral process or be a journalist actively
covering issues related to democracy, elections, or the prevention of
disinformation,

2.Be affiliated with a recognized non-governmental organization (NGO)
active in democracy work, or be a journalist affiliated with a credible
media organization or online publication,

3. Attend the conference in Nairobi and, if interested in small grant
funding, submit a funding application with a detailed proposal
outlining specific activities, objectives, and the timeline for follow-up
activities.

Specifically, the conference organizers seek to support African
democracy activists by:
1.Offering an opportunity to network with activists from other African

countries at a major conference to be held on the continent in
January 2023,

2. Providing additional skills in election reform through a series of
online consultations and capacity-building sessions throughout 2023,

3. Providing follow-up funding opportunities to allow activists to engage
in meaningful activities that will encourage greater civic engagement,
greater transparency in the electoral process and networking among
like-minded activists within or between countries. Grants may be
between $2000 and $4,000.

4. Encouraging each activist to join an Africa-wide Democracy Network,
or DemNet, a network of like-minded reformists working to improve
election quality across the continent. The Nextier-CDD-CPDD team
will continue to assist DemNet partners through online meetings to
coach, troubleshoot, and help partners implement their strategies for
improving elections in their countries.

Candidates of any age or background working in election reform are
encouraged to apply. Women and youths ages 18 to 30 are highly
encouraged to apply. In addition, election-orientated NGOs, media
outlets, and other civil society groups such as trade unions, bar
associations, election law initiatives, and civic associations are
encouraged to nominate one or several staff members. Successful
candidates must be in Kenya in January 2023 for the two-day
conference to be eligible to receive follow-up funding.

Interested candidates should email the following materials to Mr. Nkasi
Wodu, nkasiobu.wodu001@umb.edu, by November 15, 2022:

1.A cover letter indicating your background in promoting election
reform and your suitability for this program,

2.A curriculum vitae or resume,
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3.A list of 3 references (such as leading civil society activists,
journalists, respected academics, government officials, and others
familiar with your work) with contact information and permission to
contact them, and

4.A one-page explanation of an election reform project or continuing
work you plan to do to improve election quality in your country over
the next year, from the present until December 2023. Also, indicate
in this document what you would propose to do with the funds if you
were awarded US $2000-$4000 to support this project or continuing
work.
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