
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Aggrey Willis Otieno Odhiambo, PhD Candidate, Ohio 
University  

Aggrey Willis Otieno Odhiambo is a PhD Candidate in Media Arts 

& Studies at Ohio University, where he makes use of big data and 

analytics to better understand the effects of new media on society 

and organizations. Specifically, his research endeavors are 

focused on user engagement in online environments and how 

user-generated content influences change in attitude, opinions, perceptions, and behavior in child 

protection, health, and politics. Recently, Aggrey presented at the ASA Shadow Event at UMass-

IN THIS NEWLETTER 

ASA Shadow Event 
• Migration in Africa Cases 

and Stories  

ASA Panels  
• African World-Making: 

New Global Engagement. 
Interview with Professor 
Rita Kiki Edozie  

 
• The legacy of colonialism 

and the emergence of 
Afrophobia and Africa’s 
development possibilities: 
perspectives on emerging 
issues in government, 
health, education, and 
sports. 

 
• Africa’s Development 

Possibilities: Perspectives 
on Emerging Issues in 
Government, Health, 
Education and Sports 

 

 

TALKING DRUM 
 

 

ASA Shadow Event on Migration in Africa Cases and Stories  

Guest Speakers and Professor Rita Kiki Edozie during the ASA Shadow event 



Boston, in which he discussed the borderless harm of the internet and social media platforms in 

the fight against child trafficking in Kenya. This presentation included an overview of background, 

methodology, and study findings. 

Aggrey explained that the trafficking in persons affects roughly 40.3 million men, women, and 

children globally, and is the second-most lucrative crime (behind drug trafficking), estimated at 

$150 billion in people sold through human trafficking in Africa alone. His focus is on Kenya, which 

according to the Global Slavery Index has had 328,000 people trafficked internationally. However, 

this only represents 60% of human trafficking in Kenya, the remainder being domestic trafficking. 

People are recruited (i.e. tricked and then coerced or kidnapped) to be trafficked via word of mouth 

or the internet. This second way has become more prevalent in recent 

years as internet penetration has risen to 91% in Kenya, largely due to 

the popularity of mobile data subscriptions. Likewise, over 66% of 

Kenyans participate in online discussions using social media platforms, 

such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and most recently, 

TikTok.  

The combination of trafficking and high internet usage has made 

children particularly vulnerable, as Aggrey notes that children often 

access the internet without parent supervision. He categorizes the 

problems children typically face online into three main categories: content (when the child is a 

receiver of unwelcome or inappropriate messages); contact (the child engages in risky 

communications with a stranger online); and contact (where children are groomed and lured 

online to send explicit images or meet potential traffickers). Aggrey makes the argument that the 

COVID-19 pandemic has led to a greater percentage of children being online, increasing their risk 

for blackmail (using images they’ve sent) and trafficking. 

Aggrey states that his broader study makes use of social network analysis to help identify 

stakeholders and their social capital, as well as determine the influence of anti-child trafficking 

advocates. As a part of this research, he gave a presentation at this year’s ASA 

conference, entitled “From Borderless Reach to Borderless Harm: The Role of 

Internet & Social Media Platforms in the fight against Human Trafficking in 

Africa.” He hopes to continue this research in the future, expanding to social 

media other than Twitter, such as YouTube and Facebook.  

by Margaret Gatonye 
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Margaret Monyani, PhD Candidate, University of the 
Witwatersrand   

Margaret is a Sessional lecturer/Doctoral candidate at the 

University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa pursuing a PhD in 

International Relations. She also holds a master’s Degree in 

international Relations and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political 

Science from Moi University, Kenya. She is currently a Sessional 

Lecturer in the Departments of International Relations at the 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. Her exemplary academic performance has 

earned her prestigious fellowships such as the New Med Youth Network Grant 2020, Andrew 

Mellon Governing Intimacies Project 2019, Academy for African Urban Diversity Fellowship 2018, 

Erasmus Mundus International Credit Mobility Fellowship 2018, and Next Generation Social 

Sciences in Africa Research Fellowships (Proposal Development 2017- 2018, Dissertation 

Research Fellowship 2018-2019 and the Dissertation Completion Fellowship 2019- 2020). 

Margaret Monyani is a versatile, upcoming scholar and author with skills 

in execution of academic and policy research projects as well as 

leadership experience ranging from civil society to academic spheres. 

Margaret is also a research affiliate with the Refugee Law Initiative, 

University of London.  

This year, Margaret presented her research titled, “Just Being Around? 

The Relationship between Nation State, Borders and Refugees in 

Perspective” at the African Studies Association (ASA) conference panel 

on Complicating Borders for Refugees and the Forcibly Displaced; 

and also at this year’s Africa Scholars Forum (ASF) virtual ASA shadow 

event themed, “Migration: Cases and Stories”. Her research explores the challenges of 

refugees within the African continent. Among others, the exclusions they face due to national 

citizenship laws in most countries that reserve certain rights to nationals. These restrictive laws 

impede refugees’ access to human rights which leave them in a vulnerable position in the host 

countries. She cited some of the obstacle’s refugees go through to access naturalization, and 

these include having a prolonged length of stay, completing major civic services, and obtaining 

national assembly approval. However, some pathways exist such as in the case of South Africa 

to access permanent residency although states still reserve the rights to revoke citizenship and 

expulse naturalized citizens. The main concerns of the latter, as she stresses, are the abuses that 
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can be perpetrated given 

that power. Moreover, she 

discussed International 

law and African treaties 

relating to nationality that 

are weak. For instance, 

the African Charter on 

Human and Peoples 

‘Rights and the African 

Charter on the Rights and 

Welfare of the Child which 

do not guarantee birthright 

citizenship. While examining the case of Tanzania, Monyani’s research opens discussion about 

regularizing refugees with the provision of regional African passports and raises 

questions about the nature of citizenship in the context of a multiplicity of identities 

and ties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Balkissa 
Diallo 

In a Nutshell  

Aggrey Willis hopes to continue his research in the future, expanding to social media 

other than Twitter, such as YouTube and Facebook. 

While  

Monyani’s research opens discussion about regularizing refugees with the provision 

of regional African passports and raises questions about the nature of citizenship in 

the context of a multiplicity of identities and ties. 
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An interview with Professor Rita Kiki Edozie, the chair of the African Studies 
Association (ASA) Panel: African World-Making: New Global Engagement 

What inspired you to create the panel? 

Thank you so much for your question. As you know, I've been a 

scholar of international relations and comparative politics, 

including teaching and conducting research on that topic for 

about 20 years.  Over the years, I have met many like-minded 

colleagues who also think about the same kinds of things that I 

do, which is, why is it that in international relations courses, we 

do not teach the international relations of Africa? Why don't the 

books that we cover take Africa seriously on the subject of 

international relations? And so, over the years, my colleagues 

and I talked about doing something about that. As scholars, the way we can do something about 

that is to write. That's what we as scholars do. We write and publish. So, my colleagues and I got 

together and decided that we would write a book. That is how my colleague, Moses Khisa, and I 

put together this new book on the international relations of Africa. We wanted to showcase some 

of the subjects and topics in that book at a conference to get ideas about whether or not we were 

on the right track.  

Also, this great Ethiopian American scholar who just won the ASA book prize for World Making 
Empire discusses the same concerns that my colleagues and I had about Africa's contribution to 

global transformations and global world history in her book. She looks at African nationalist 

movements in the 40s and 50s and re-narrates them as global movements in the contestation to 

colonialism, which is a global phenomenon. The ability for African nationalism to interconnect, 

interweave, and interject with European politics and world politics, and the contributions and 

outcomes it made in reversing European empires and reversing Eurocentric racism and 

imperialism around the world, is a contribution that she says comes from Africa. This is Africa 

world-making. So, we decided to capture what we thought was an original, very innovative thesis 

in our panel. In the panel, I presented one chapter in my book; Moses Khisa presented another 

chapter that he's writing in the book. I invited two other scholars, one being a long-time scholar of 

African international relations. His name is Thomas Kwasi Tieku, and of course, our colleague 

and doctoral student, Dennis Jjuuko. My colleague, Eunice Sahle, Professor of Political Science 



at the University of North Carolina, was very much part of the agenda and served as the 

discussant. 

How did you choose your panelist, and what is their background?  

My co-author Moses Khisa 

is an assistant professor of 

political science and 

Africana studies at North 

Carolina State University. I 

invited him to co-author the 

book that I'm writing on 

Africa's New Global 
Politics, Regional Inter-
nationalism in a Deeply 
Plural World because 

of his expertise, 

especially in African security relations. What we are trying to do in the chapter is to show how pax 

Africana is a global phenomenon even when it is a regional one.  

Thomas Kwasi Tieku, who is an Associate Professor at Kings College in Ontario, Canada, is also 

a long-standing academic leader in African Union Studies. He is also a practitioner, consults with 

the African Union, and takes students from his university in Canada (Kings University) to Addis 

Ababa to examine and study African Union policy practice. So, it was a big win for him to agree 

to come to our panel. He has also written books on African Norm-Making, that is a book about 

African international norms. We use a lot of his work for our new book, so he was an important 

actor. 

Dennis Jjuuko is a doctoral student and part of our goal in any doctoral program, including the 

one I am in at UMass Boston, is to see if we can fashion students around topics that we hold dear. 

Dennis is one such student who came into the program with an inclination and a desire to examine 

transnational justice and governing transnational justice from an African perspective. He chose 

me as his chair and has used the semester as an opportunity to develop a concept dissertation 

paper around governing transnational justice in Uganda. He takes the International Criminal 

Division of the Ugandan high court, which has participated in adjudicating the Lord's Resistant 

Africa Worldmaking Panelist during ASA Conference 



Army's conflict in ways that have been more successful than the ICC, and uses this scenario to 

present a research thesis for his dissertation on what he will term as customizing transnational 

justice at the local level to impact victims better than the ICC has done. 

Can you tell me about your presentation?  

My presentation was on an exciting chapter in my book. The book has eight chapters, and this 

chapter was chapter 5, titled Recreating International Criminal Law and Transnational 
Justice: ICC in Africa versus an African Regional Court. However, the name of the 

presentation is called Co-operating, Resisting, Re-inventing, and Re-representing: 
Transnational Justice Cascades in Africa. I am looking at what 

influence transnational justice cascades and the movement have 

had in shaping Africa's new global politics: the different 

encounters, what the movement looks like, and how Africa 

responded to this movement in significant ways. I argue that 

Africa's response has been critical in re-shaping its own 

international relations. It made visible a new genre of African 

international engagement that is recognized by Africa and the rest 

of the world. I say that Africans have cooperated around issues 

of transnational justice and international law. This is not always a 

story about Africans saying ‘no’. Africans have cooperated in 

building transnational hybrid international courts.  Examples are 

the Sierra Leonian Special Court, the International Criminal 

Tribunal of Rwanda, and the Extraordinary African Chambers that prosecuted Hissene Habre of 

Chad. These are all courts fashioned in collaboration between African states, African regions, and 

international organizations, and they adjudicated conflicts in Africa of mass atrocities, and 

Africans cooperated. But then, I go into why Africa resists the ICC. In the beginning, Africa did not 

resist the ICC. African countries have the highest regional membership of the Rome statute. At 

the beginning of its founding around 2005, Africans felt that the court could help Africa, given the 

Rwandan genocide. I recount the story of how Africa moved from total cooperation with the ICC 

to the opposition of the ICC. I use three cases: in Sudan, the indictment of Umar Bashir; in Kenya, 

the indictment of Uhuru Kenyatta and William Ruto; and in Ivory Coast, the indictment and 

acquittal of Lauren Gbagbo and his youth minister Charles Ble Goude. These are interesting 

research cases that have universal interest and value. I show how Africa is re-representing. That 

is to say, Africa is not just cooperating and resisting, it is also creating alternative systems, and 
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these alternative systems are contributions to global development as well. So, I show the 

development and establishment of the African Regional Criminal Court, which we call the Malabo 

Protocol or the African Court of Justice and Human Rights. I conclude that these are ways that 

Africa has contributed to the new global politics of transnational justice. 

What is your virtual conference experience like? 

The African Studies Association virtual conference was not my first virtual 

conference. But I was pleasantly surprised. I thought it was a well-packaged 

virtual experience. It was easy to access the different panels, and the panels 

were just as interesting as being there in person. There was a lot of 

engagement through the Q&A. They tried to keep up with the big plenary 

events and some special events. Although I missed a few events that they 

didn't do, I thought they did the best to build a community among those who 

attended. All in all, it was a first in a lifetime experience.  

We did our panel as a special, on-demand panel, so it was a bit of a surprise 

for me to pre-record it on Zoom before the event and then upload it to the 

bucket of panels. That was an interesting and new experience for me. I would 

love to see how many viewers we had. I went back to see if I could find out, and there was no 

way to find out how many people went in there to watch. I wish we had done a bit more marketing 

for the ASA panels. Last year, we used social media and everything, including an ASA app. Well, 

I hope that we had a lot of visitors, and it was valuable to them. It was great that Adom Getachew, 

the author of Worldmaking after Empire, who inspired our panel's name An African World-Making, 

won the ASA book prize for her book. I hope people saw the connection and said, "let me go and 

see what this panel is all about."  

Thank you, Professor Edozie 
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Pan African Graduate Student Association Doctoral Students’ ASA Panel One  

Doctoral Graduate students 

from the Pan African 

Graduate Student 

Association at UMass 

Boston presented two 

panels at the just concluded 

African Studies Association 

virtual 63rd annual 

conference held on 

November 19th -21st, 2020. 

The panels were the legacy 

of colonialism and the 

emergence of 

Afrophobia and Africa’s development possibilities: perspectives on emerging issues in 

government, health, education, and sports. 

The panel on the Legacy of Colonialism and the Emergence of 

Afrophobia was held on the 19th of November 2020. Panelists were James 

C. Whitacre, Gifty Debordes-Jackson, Nyingilanyeofori Hannah Brown, 

Balkissa Daouda Diallo, Prince De Makele Mounguembou, and the 

discussant was Ojemire B Daniel.  

 The session was a vibrant, educational, and dynamic experience for all 

participants. Panelists and participating scholars engaged in spirited discussions on Afrophobia, 

including discussions on the taxonomy of Afrophobia, its emergence, experiences, its 

connections, and implications for identity, migration, decolonization, neocolonialism, and 

ecological diplomacy as a mitigator for Afrophobia. Presentations covered all of Africa, the African 

Diaspora, and African intercontinental relations. Topics in the session included Afrophobia, 

ecological diplomacy, and the possibilities of Pan- African cooperation through the use of 

transboundary peace parks, using examples of the Ethiopia-Sudan Diner National Park Ramsar 

Agreement. Panelists also deconstructed the concept of Afrophobia, exploring the power and 

taxonomy of the term in comparison with Xenophobia, Racism, and Nativism in understanding 

the negative experiences of African immigrants in Africa. Furthermore, they examined Africa 

by Hannah Brown 
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migration governance and decolonization using the Eurafrica project and its 

influence on African migration and analyzed  Afrophobia in South Africa. 

Participants from various parts of the world attended the virtual session, 

including a representative from the African Union, and discussions paved the 

way for promising future research in various areas, including neocolonialism, 

linguistics and conflict, and the implications of the term Afrophobia and how it 

shapes national and international policy development. 

Pan African Graduate Student Association Doctoral Students’ ASA Panel Two  

During the sixty-third annual meeting of the 

African Studies Association, November 19-21, 

2021, members of the Pan African Graduate 

Students Association at the University of 

Massachusetts Boston organized the panel 

Africa’s Development Possibilities: 

Perspectives on Emerging Issues in 

Government, Health, Education and Sports. 

The panelists were Uchenna Nwangwu, 

Nyingilanyeofori Hannah Brown (Chair), 

Dennis Jjuuko, and Ellen Busolo Milimu, with Gifty Debordes-Jackson serving as the discussant. 

The presentations focused on improving services for individuals and 

businesses in Africa. Specifically, students focused on Nigeria and its 

international organization’s approach to rethinking developmental programs 

and strategies that mainstreams services for individuals with disabilities (Ms. 

Nwangwu). Mr. Jjuuko’s presented the impactful potential of Pan Africanism 

as an approach to borderless states on the African continent. Indicating that 

adopting the principles and practices of Pan Africanism might promote free movement of labor 

and goods and services, reducing the cost of doing business among countries. Building on Mr. 

Jjuuko’s discussion of Borderless States, Ms. Milimu’s presentation focused on borderless states 

at the international level, specifically, the experiences of African youth engaging in international 

migration to pursue sports opportunities. Speaking extensively on how western sports 

participation is used to define masculinity, which encourages African male youth to participate in 

the global sports industry, she notes that such migrations can result in exploitation, human 

by Hannah Brown 

Hannah  Uchenna  

Dennis Ellen 

“Improving 
services for 
individuals 

and 
businesses in 

Africa” 



trafficking, and undocumented statuses in the destination country. Finally, presenting on lessons 

learned from the Ebola outbreak and its impact on response to the Corona Virus pandemic, Ms. 

Brown concluded that the approach to both Ebola and COVID-19 began with international 

humanitarian efforts. However, the national institutions did not have an adequate crisis plan for 

future outbreaks such as COVID-19. Upon completion of all presentations, the panelist engaged 

in a lively discussion moderated by Ms. Debordes-Jackson. 

Discussant: Gifty Debordes-Jackson, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Sociology. Discussant   

Chair: Nyingilanyeofori Hannah Brown, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Conflict Resolution, 
Global Governance, and Human Security. 

Presenters: 
1. Uchenna Nwangwu, Ph.D. Candidate, Global Inclusion and Social Development, School 

of Global Inclusion, and Social Development. Program design and implementation for 

underserved populations: A case-study of the twin-track approach to disability inclusive 

development in Nigeria  

2. Nyingilanyeofori Hannah Brown, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Conflict Resolution, 

Global Governance, and Human Security. Power and Possibilities in Africa: Business 

responses to outbreaks and pandemics in West Africa 

3. Dennis Jjuuko, Ph.D. Student, Department of Conflict 

Resolution, Global Governance, and Human Security. Pan 

Africanism, Borders and Integration of Africa 

4. Ellen Busolo Milimu, Ph.D. Student, Department of Conflict 

Resolution, Global Governance, and Human Security. A 

Gender Analysis of Trafficking of Young, Male, African 

Athletes 

by Gifty Debordes- Jackson  
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